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Historic Santa Fe Foundation 
Announces the 2014  

Faith and John Gaw Meem Preservation Trades Internship 
 

Applications accepted through March 3, 2014 
 
Contact: Craig Smith, Interim Manager   director@historicsantafe.org 
  Historic Santa Fe Foundation   505 983 2567 
  545 Canyon Road 
  Santa Fe NM 87501 
 
(SANTA FE, NM – January 22, 2014) …. The Historic Santa Fe Foundation currently is accepting 
applications for the 2014 Faith and John Gaw Meem Preservation Trades Internship. The 10-week 
program begins June 2, 2014 in Santa Fe. It permits a qualified student working in architecture, 
planning, design, or a similar field to gain hands-on experience in the theory and practice of preservation 
by working with foundation board members and staff. 
 
The program began in 2005. Past interns have been studying in, or alumni of, institutions including the 
University of New Mexico, the University of Arizona, Columbia University, and the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. 2014 marks the program’s decade anniversary.  
 
Program Goals 
The Preservation Trades Internship exists to provide: 
 
.1. Preservation trades training  
.2. Exposure to the daily workings of a local preservation organization 
.3. Opportunities to observe local, state and federal preservation agencies as well as other 

preservation organizations in action. 
 
Participant Duties 
.1. Work under the direction of HSFF staff to perform maintenance, repairs and conservation of 

organization properties 
.2. Attend monthly meetings of the HSFF Board 
.3. Attend bi-monthly meetings of Santa Fe’s Historic Design Review Board  
.4. Observe activities of staff of City, State and Federal agencies involved in preservation efforts or 

other preservation organizations 
.5. Attend and assist with HSFF events during term of internship 
.6. Prepare and present an evaluation report on internship experience at the conclusion of the term 
.7. Reside in apartment provided at HSFF’s home property, El Zaguán (unless housing in Santa Fe 

already exists) 
 
Internship Qualifications 
Priority is given to applicants who are currently admitted to, enrolled in or recently graduated from a 
college-level preservation program; a New Mexico resident; have prior experience in construction; wish 
to gain experience in preservation trades; and ideally have basic skills in carpentry, masonry and related 
trades, and own their own tools. 
 
Compensation 
The program pays $11 per hour for a 40-hour work week and includes free housing. 
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The Organization 
The Historic Santa Fe Foundation (HSFF) owns, preserves and protects historic properties and resources 
of Santa Fe and environs and provides historic preservation education. The eight Foundation-owned 
properties are some of the most significant structures, both architecturally and historically, in Santa Fe.  
 
Participant Comments 
Since its inception, the internship has drawn only positive comments from its participants. After the first 
internship in 2005, Martin Davenport wrote, 
 

Rarely does reality live up to expectations, yet my experiences this summer as an intern with the 
Historic Santa Fe Foundation exceeded all expectations.  The Faith and John Gaw Meem 
Preservation Trades Internship appealed to me on many fronts:  my focus on historic 
preservation in graduate school; Santa Fe’s location as the center of preservation activity in New 
Mexico; the reputation of the Foundation both as an entity and individual board members being 
major influences in the preservation community; and the chance to dig into some old buildings 
and get hands-on experience. 

 
After his 2011 internship, Peter J. Kovacich-Harper noted, 
 

I came to New Mexico searching for timelessness and permanence in the earthen architecture that 
punctuates the landscape – in the misshapen mud-brick churches that have stood for hundreds of 
years. Where I ultimately found meaning is in the temporal nature, the ultimate fragility of the 
earthen material itself. These structures do not owe their inveterate position to the adobe bricks 
that compose their walls. Instead, they owe it to diligent maintenance and to skilled hands, year 
after year. One may remark on the delicacy and sensitivity of adobe, but in it I found there to be a 
simple poetry – a profound dignity. 

 
To apply 
For more information and to download an application form, visit  
 

http://www.historicsantafe.org/Internship.html 
 

Complete and return the application by March 3, 2014, to  
 

Historic Santa Fe Foundation 
545 Canyon Road Suite 2 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 * 505-983-2567 
 

For more information, visit www. historicsantafe.org. 
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