
 

The UMass Amherst and Hancock Shaker Village Master of Science 
in Design & Historic Preservation 

 
Curriculum 

Fall 2013 Classes 
 
 American Building 17th to 20th centuries 
 Building Conservation I 
 History and Theory of Historic Preservation 
 Green Building and Historic Preservation 
 Architectural Materials Testing I 

 
The courses meet every two weeks (Friday afternoons on the UMass Amherst campus 
through Saturday evening at Hancock Shaker Village in Pittsfield, MA), to provide 
traditional graduate students, working professionals and career-changers the opportunity 
to receive training from practicing professionals who would otherwise not have the time 
to devote to teaching. 
 

Individuals are welcome to take just one course or embark on the twelve-course 
curriculum. The UMass Fall semester begins on Tuesday September 3, 2013. 

Enrollment begins at http://www.umassulearn.net/ on July 17, 2013. 

Important Dates:  Last Day to Register 9/15, Last day to drop 9/15, Last day to Withdraw 
10/15 

All courses:  3 Credits at $900.00 per credit = $2,700 total fee plus non-refundable 
UMASS Continuing Education Enrollment fee of $45.  See UMASS CPE website for 
refund policies. 

For more information about the program please visit http://umasshsv.wordpress.com/ or 
https://www.umassulearn.net/programs/graduate/historic-preservation-program. You can 
also write directly to the program director, Max Page, at mpage@art.umass.edu. Thank 
you! 
 

SEE THE REVERSE FOR CLASS DESCRIPTIONS AND MEETING TIMES



FALL 2013 CLASSES  ENROLL NOW AT www.umassulearn.net 
 
ARCH-DES 597C | Building Conservation I Instructor:  Michael Devonshire

Meets in-person on Saturdays at Hancock Shaker Village from 9:00AM - 12 Noon 
(9/7, 9/21, 10/5, 10/19, 11/2, 11/16, 11/30, 12/7) 

The intent of this course is to develop a general understanding of how to investigate historic buildings; 
including the analysis the existing conditions of a building’s materials and systems.  We will then examine the 
interaction between the building and the outside forces acting on it.  Finally we will evaluate and develop 
methods for restoring buildings.  To achieve these goals, students will develop and reinforce knowledge of: 
buildings, building materials and systems (cladding, structural, HVAC, MEP), investigation and analysis, and 
repair materials and methods.  This course will focus on buildings and materials in use prior to the 20th century. 
 
ARCH-DES 597D | History & Theory of Preservation Instructor: Max Page

Meets in-person on Fridays at UMASS Amherst from 1-4 PM 
(9/6, 9/20, 10/4, 10/18, 11/1, 11/15, 11/29, 12/6) 

Examines the history and theory of Historic Preservation, focusing on the United States, but with reference to 
traditions and practices in other countries.  The class is designed to examine the largely untold history of the 
historic preservation movement in this country, and explore what laws, public policies and cultural attitudes 
shape how we preserve or do not preserve the built environment. 
 
ARCH-DES 597E | American Building 17th-20th Centuries Instructor: Steven Bedford

Meets in-person on Saturdays at Hancock Shaker Village from 1-4 PM 
(9/7, 9/21, 10/5, 10/19, 11/2, 11/16, 11/30, 12/7) 

This course is a graduate survey of the American building tradition from the 17th century to 1960.  Primarily a 
lecture course, the classes will be supplemented by site visits to historic buildings in the region.  The course will 
go beyond standard and simple stylistic and chronological analysis to include an investigation of building 
methods, and the organization of the building industry over time. 
 

ARCH-DES 697K | Green Building & Historic Preservation Instructor: Carl Louis Fiocchi
Meets in-person on Fridays at UMASS Amherst from 1-4 PM 

(9/6, 9/20, 10/4, 10/18, 11/1, 11/15, 11/29, 12/6) 
The design of this course is to examine the impact that buildings have on our environment, of how a building 
uses energy, of how energy flows within a building are quantified and how building science and construction 
techniques control those flows.  With that understanding in place the course will apply that knowledge to the 
unique demands of the wards of Historic Preservation whose both provenance and irreplaceable contribution to 
our historic legacy impose specific preservation requirements concerning architectural aesthetics, fabric, 
texture, and usage.  A grasp of these principles and applications will provide valuable and necessary tools for 
future caretakers of our built legacy. 
 
ARCH-DES 697M | Architectural Materials Testing I Instructor: James Duggan

Meets in-person on Saturdays at Hancock Shaker Village from 1-4 PM 
(9/7, 9/21, 10/5, 10/19, 11/2, 11/16, 11/30, 12/7) 

Introduce students to the testing methods used to define, classify and assess of stone, concrete, architectural 
terra cotta, brick and mortar, paint, as it pertains to buildings, and metals.  The goal is to learn how to identify 
materials, classify conditions and develop treatment options.  The course will be a combination of short lectures 
and experiments. 
 


